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[Welcome_to_asheville!]
Rev. Jasmine Beach-Ferrara
Executive Director of the Campaign for Southern Equality

elcome to Asheville and the 2016 LGBT* in the 
South conference. We’re so glad you’re here. As 
you settle in, our invitation to you is this: 

3

[W]

Come as you are. Be who you are.

Share your story. Listen to someone else’s. 

Take a risk. Be vulnerable. 

Learn. Teach. Listen some more. 

Go to a workshop you usually wouldn’t.

Breathe. Eat. Go outside. 

Make a friend. 

Be generous. Be brave. Be real. 

Make time to socialize!

There will be multiple opportunities to meet up with other conference-goers this 
weekend, and we encourage you to take some time to hang out around town. Check 

out the flyers in your program insert for info about events taking place each night.



[conference_advisory_committee]
reativity. Unparalleled enthusiasm. Critical 
questions. Unique perspectives. Wisdom. Au-

thenticity. Time, and more time. The 2016 Advisory 
Committee members offered all of this and so much more 
– to plan a gathering that is bigger than one organization, 
that expands beyond a single agenda and that uplifts the 
voices, talents and experiences of the diverse Southern 
LGBT* community. It was a profound privilege to work 
with this team and I cannot fully express the depth of 
gratitude that I have for their hard work and dedication to 
this project.   – Chloe Stuber, Hometown Organizing 
Project (HOP) Coordinator

Grace Nichols

Chris Brook

Georgia College & State University • 
Milledgeville, GA

“I am driven by the belief that we will win; 
that our troubles and trauma are serving an 

evolutionary purpose; that cultural growing 
pains reconnect us to ourselves and each 

other, and our resiliency, creativity and survival 
in the face of adversity will be our legacy.”

ACLU of NC • Raleigh, NC
“It’s such an honor to play a part in high-
lighting the challenges and opportunities 
for the LGBT* community, that extend far 

beyond marriage equality, as we continue 
to push toward the goal of true lived equality.”

Li hooper
Gender Re-visioning and Sexuality 
Pathways (GRASP) • Winston-Salem, NC

 “As a person of faith who believes the work 
of justice and witness is essential to a life 

of faith, seeking to build in a community of 
solidarity and appreciation is the place where 

I find grace – where I see, perhaps, the face and 
the work of the Holy.”

Warren Radebe
Johnson C. Smith University • Charlotte, NC

“My own perspective is geared towards 
helping the programme to engage stu-
dents in order to build resources for their 

campuses, and mobilize the southern 
community to support student orientated 

LGBTQIAAP activism on campuses and especially 
in the Historically Black Colleges and Universities.”

Mandy carter
Southerners on New Ground & National 
Black Justice Coalition • Durham, NC

“As a self-identified out southern black les-
bian, active in the fight for LGBTQ and racial 
justice for nearly five decades, I continue to 

be inspired by the power of grassroots lead-
ers coming together across lines of differences 

to fight for full equality and justice for all.”

Sara bell
The Spectrum Center • Hattiesburg, MS

“I truly value equality and justice and I 
know it cannot happen without action. I 
hope that the LGBT* in the South confer-

ence will allow people to gain a better un-
derstanding of the humanity of others and to 

expand their own horizons.”

Miguel carpizo
Community Organizer • Birmingham, AL

“Creating a conference to bring our LGBTQ 
community and supporters together, it 
is like writing a novel that will be read by 

many – this conference is the prologue, and 
we all have the opportunity to keep writing 

the rest of our book together.”

[C]
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[conference_accessibility]
What Does the Asterisk(*) Mean?
Although the term LGBT is most commonly used 
to refer to our community, there are many diverse 
identities not represented by those four letters. The 
asterisk in LGBT* in the South is meant to acknowl-
edge the many sexual and gender identities placed 
under the umbrella term of LGBT, such as queer, 
pansexual, asexual, intersex, agender, genderqueer, 
non-binary, gender non-conforming, two-spirit, 
genderfluid, and many more.

Respecting Pronouns
Pronoun buttons will be provided for each partic-
ipant at check-in. Everyone will have the opportu-
nity to choose the button(s) that corresponds with 
their pronouns. We ask that everyone respect the 
pronouns of other participants. If you meet some-
one without a pronoun button, just ask! For more 
information on pronoun usage, pick up a “Pronoun 
Primer” at check-in.

All-Gender Restrooms
All-gender restrooms can be found throughout the 
venue and are marked with signs explaining the use 
and importance of these spaces. Please check your 
venue map or talk to a volunteer to locate restrooms.
 
Childcare
Free childcare will be provided by Elegant Event Sit-
ters for parents attending the conference. You must 
have signed up for childcare at registration in order 
to use these services. Childcare will be held offsite at 
Cathedral of All Souls, 9 Swann Street, Asheville, NC, 
28803, from 8:00am-6:00pm Friday and Saturday, and 
from 8:30am-1:15pm on Sunday. Children must be 
picked up for lunch from 12:30-1:30pm Friday and 
Saturday. 

Building Accessibility
All buildings on the A-B Tech campus are wheelchair 
accessible. Please see the venue map or ask a volunteer 
for help finding accessible entrances and elevators. If 
you have trouble walking long distances, we are pro-
viding free shuttle service between venue buildings. 
Shuttles will make rounds during scheduled breaks 
and will be on call the entirety of the conference. Call 
828-242-1559 to request a shuttle.

Language Access
We are happy to offer Spanish, English, and Amer-
ican Sign Language (ASL) interpretation through-
out the conference in addition to bilingual confer-
ence materials. Visit the interpretation table next 
to check-in in the Event Center lobby to learn more 
about how you can participate fully in a multilin-
gual space.
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Have questions during the conference?
Call our staff cell phone at 828-242-1559 for help!



[food_&_Lunches]
Free coffee and light snacks will be provided in the Event Center 
and Magnolia for all conference participants throughout each day 
of the conference, as well as at the Pop-Up Clinic in Coman.
 
If you pre-ordered a boxed lunch, please pick up your meal from the 
food table in the Event Center during the open lunch period from 
12:00–2:00pm Friday and Saturday and after the Closing Celebra-
tion on Sunday.

Please note that food and drink is not allowed in Sycamore, the Coman 
gymnasium, or Ferguson auditorium and that there is no alcohol or to-
bacco usage permitted on the A-B Tech campus.

Refreshments at the LGBT* in the South Conference

If you pre-ordered a boxed lunch, the color on 
your name tag indicates your food preference. 
When you go to pick up your lunch, go to the line 
that matches your color. Unfortunately, we are not 
able to sell additional boxed lunches on site.

Picking Up Your Lunch

We are lucky to be here in Asheville, with a ton of great local 
food options. Please consider supporting a local restaurant 
this weekend! 

Visit airasheville.org for a list of independent restaurants.

 Green: No preferences or restrictions
 Yellow: Vegan, Vegetarian 
 Red: Gluten and Wheat-free
 Purple: Specialty, Dairy-free, 
       or Multiple Restrictions

All meals will be nut-free

Food Preference List

Experience Asheville Dining!
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[southern_equality_fund]
2015 Southern Equality Fund Grantees include:e’re thrilled to offer a round 

of Southern Equality Fund 
grants at the 2016 conference!

The Fund is a grantmaking initiative 
designed to direct financial resourc-
es to grassroots LGBT* groups and 
elevate LGBT* leadership across the 
South, especially in small towns and 
rural areas.

The Campaign for Southern Equality 
(CSE) launched the Southern Equality 
Fund at the 2015 LGBT* in the South 
conference and during 2015, made 
grants to 16 organizations and indi-
viduals working to achieve legal and 
lived equality for LGBT* people in the 
South.
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TAKE GALA
TAKE (Trans Advocates Knowledge-
able Empowering), an all Trans 
women of color group in Birming-
ham, AL, hosted their first TAKE In-
tersexuality Holiday Gala for a night 
of fun and networking with the lo-
cal LGBTQ+ and allied community. 

Henderson 
Fuerza Activa

Suzy Guerrero and Antelmo Sala-
zar, with Henderson Fuerza Activa 
in Henderson, NC, celebrated the 
grand opening of their new center, 
after years of organizing from their 
houses.

The spectrum 
center

The Spectrum Center, the first and 
only LGBTQ center in Hattiesburg, 
MS, hosted Hattiesburg’s first ever 
Pride celebration in October 2015. 

AIDS ALABAMA SOUTH
AIDS Alabama South, in Mobile, 
AL, launched a robust social me-
dia campaign to raise awareness of 
the HIV/AIDS epidemic on the Gulf 
Coast and encourage community 
members to take advantage of their 
free testing services. 

All registered participants at the 
conference will be eligible to ap-
ply for a grant for an organization 
or project they represent. If you’re 
interested, pick up the application 
from the check-in table and re-
turn it by 4:00pm on Saturday. We 
will announce winners during the 
closing celebration on Sunday!

Want to apply?



[Thank_yoU_TO_OUR]

GayAshevilleNC.com

Your On-Line Resource for the Asheville LGBTQ Community



[CONFERENCE_Sponsors]

PMS 653

Shared Goals, LLC



[direct_services_POP-UP_Clinic]
Free! Friday, March 18 (10:30am–8:00pm) & Saturday, March 19 (8:00am–8:00pm)

A dynamic group of service providers are coming together in a collaborative effort to offer a 
diverse range of free services to conference attendees. Pop-up clinic partners include WNCCHS, 
WNCAP, Gender Benders, Cosmetic Concierge, We Are Family, New Mind Health and Care, and 
a team of volunteer chaplains, counselors and attorneys.

On-site HIV/AIDS testing

Peer counseling for trans and GNC folks

Individual consultations with surgeon who         
performs a range of gender confirmation surgeries

Sessions with chaplains and counselors for        
emotional and spiritual support

Individual consultations with an attorney

Financial literacy support services

One-on-one professional coaching

Print resources, and much more! 

Everyone is encouraged to come by the Direct Services Pop-Up Clinic and take 
advantage of any services you may need.  The Clinic will be held in the Coman 
Gym. We hope to see you there! 

Direct Services to be offered at the pop-up clinic:
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As principal of Craig White Consult-
ing, Craig White provides training, 

coaching, planning, and facilita-
tion services to nonprofit organi-
zations and community groups 
across Appalachia and the 

South.  He holds a BA from Brown 
University and an MSW from the 

University of North Carolina at Chap-
el Hill, and is a William C. Friday Fellow for Human Rela-
tions through the Wildacres Leadership Initiative.
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[keynote_speakers]
Criminal Justice and LGBT* Rights • 2:00-4:00pm • Friday, March 18 • Event Center

Shaena JohnsoN

Nayely Pérez-Huerta

Urvashi Vaid

of the Southeast Immigrant Rights Network

of BreakOUT!of The Vaid Group
Urvashi Vaid is an attorney and organizer 

whose work in academic, philanthrop-
ic, advocacy, legal and grassroots 
organizations spans lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender (LGBT) 
and social justice movements. She 

is President of The Vaid Group LLC, a 
strategy-consulting firm that advises 

socially engaged innovators on global 
  and domestic projects to advance equity, justice 
and inclusion.  Vaid is a national Board member of the 
Planned Parenthood Action Fund, and is founder and 
Board member of LPAC, the first lesbian political action 
committee.  She is a graduate of Vassar College and North-
eastern University School of Law.

Nayely Pérez-Huerta, Regional Orga-
nizer with Southeast Immigrant 

Rights Network (SEIRN) has been 
SEIRN’s regional organizer since 
2012. Nayely’s own experience as 
a 16-year-old immigrant in North 
Carolina witnessing a hostile battle 

for in-state tuition for undocument-
ed students prompted her to get en-

gaged in organizing. After serving as Ad-
vocacy Initiative intern at El Pueblo, Inc., Nayely was hired 
as a Community Organizer in July 2009. She is a Board 
member of Student Action with Farmworkers.

Shaena Johnson is the co-Director of 
BreakOUT! Born and raised in Loui-

siana, Shaena brings over 7 years 
of organizing and advocacy ex-
perience to the position as well 
as her extensive work in the com-

munity focusing on issues facing 
LGBTQ youth in the juvenile justice 

system.  At the Juvenile Justice Proj-
ect of Louisiana and the Louisiana Center for Children’s 
Rights, Shaena investigated conditions of confinement 
for incarcerated youth and supported defense attorneys 
with zealous advocacy and investigation for court-in-
volved youth in New Orleans.  In 2013, Shaena became 
a Brown Boi after completing the Brown Boi Leadership 
Training Cohort.  Interviewed by over 14 BreakOUT! youth 
members during an extensive interview process, Shaena 
said she most looked forward to bringing her “swag” to 
the organization.

Craig White
Moderator and Facilitator



[schedule:_Friday,_march_18]

Event 
Center

magnolia 
banquet hall

magnolia
dining room

Ferguson
auditorium

Sycamore
106

sycamore 
107

Sycamore 
201

coman gym

cathedral of 
all souls

8am     9am    10am   11am               12pm       1pm       2pm  3pm  4pm  5pm  6pm  7pm        8pm

Check-In & Networking (8:00am-1:30pm)
Coffee and light breakfast/snacks provided

Ending Conversion 
Therapy (8:15-9:30am)

Religious Freedom Laws 
in the South & the Fight 

Against SB2  (9:45-10:45am) 

Legal Strategies to 
Challenge Discrimina-
tory Laws in the South  

(11:00am-12:00pm)

Childcare Available and Open (8:00am-12:30pm)
9 Swann St., Asheville, NC 28803, Youth Room

Childcare Closed
(12:30-1:30pm)

Medicaid Expansion 
Advocacy in 

Southern States
(11:00am-12:00pm)



8am     9am    10am   11am               12pm       1pm       2pm  3pm  4pm  5pm  6pm  7pm        8pm

Check-In & Networking (8:00am-1:30pm)
Coffee and light breakfast/snacks provided

Direct Services Pop-Up Clinic (10:30am-8:00pm) • See Page 10 for More Information

Childcare Available and Open (8:00am-12:30pm)
9 Swann St., Asheville, NC 28803, Youth Room

Childcare Closed
(12:30-1:30pm)

Childcare Available and Open (1:30-6:00pm)
9 Swann St., Asheville, NC 28803, Youth Room

Family Law for 
LGBT Parents 

after Obergefell  
(12:30-1:30pm)

First Timers 
Orientation 

(12:45-1:45pm)

Welcome & Keynote Panel: 
Criminal Justice and LGBT* 

Rights (2:00-4:00pm)

Bridging the 
LGBT* Divide
  (4:15-5:45pm)

Strong Southern 
Queer Folk   

(4:15-5:45pm)

Queering Reproductive 
Rights: Abortion and 
Beyond (4:15-5:45pm)

From Jackson to 
Johannesburg: Our 

Shared Struggles for 
LGBT Rights (4:15-5:45pm)

Navigating 
Conflict: Mobilizing 

People to Work 
Together (4:15-5:45pm)
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All-Conference
Activity

Workshop 
(Pg 17-23)

Grassroots
Caucus

Pop-Up 
Clinic (Pg 10)

Keynote 
Panel

Staffing the Backlash: 
Strategies to Defeat 

Anti-LGBT Legislation 
(4:15-5:45pm)

Grassroots 
Caucuses

  (6:00-8:00pm)

See Program Insert for 
Topics and Locations



[schedule:_saturday,_march_19]

Event 
Center

magnolia 
banquet hall

magnolia
dining room

Ferguson
auditorium

Sycamore
106

sycamore 
107

Sycamore 
201

coman gym

cathedral of 
all souls

8am     9am    10am   11am               12pm       1pm      2pm  3pm  4pm  5pm  6pm  7pm        8pm

Check-In 
& Networking 
(8:00-9:00am)

The Community Resiliency 
Model: Understanding Chronic 

Stress and Trauma (10:30am-12:00pm)

Childcare Available and Open (8:00am-12:30pm)
9 Swann St., Asheville, NC 28803, Youth Room

Childcare 
Closed

(12:30-1:30pm)

Direct Services Pop-Up Clinic (8:00am-8:00pm) • See Page 10

Welcome and 
Performances 
(9:00-10:00am)

Dismantling the Discrimination-to-
Incarceration Pipeline for Transgender 

People of Color (10:30am-12:00pm)

¿Qué Dijeron? What did they say?: 
Queer Liberation will not be in 

English (10:30am-12:00pm)

Stepping Toward Change: Creating 
Inclusive Spaces by Challenging 

Heteronormativity  (10:30am-12:00pm)

Transgender Health Care as 
Primary Care (10:30am-12:00pm)

Building Faith Back Up: Black 
Women’s Literature as Canon 

(10:30am-12:00pm)



8am     9am    10am   11am               12pm       1pm      2pm  3pm  4pm  5pm  6pm  7pm        8pm

Childcare Available and Open (8:00am-12:30pm)
9 Swann St., Asheville, NC 28803, Youth Room

Childcare 
Closed

(12:30-1:30pm)

Childcare Available and Open (1:30-6:00pm)
9 Swann St., Asheville, NC 28803, Youth Room

Stress Management 
for Lawyers

(12:30-1:30pm)

Direct Services Pop-Up Clinic (8:00am-8:00pm) • See Page 10

GaySL: A Crash Course in 
LGBTQ American Sign 

Language (2:00-3:30pm)

Lifeguard Workshop for 
Youth (2:00-3:30pm)

Queer Eye: Language, 
Identity, and the Stories 

We Tell (2:00-3:30pm)

In it Together: HIV Health 
Services for Black Gay/

Bi-sexual Men (4:00-5:30pm)

Local Matters: Winning 
Municipal Nondiscrimination 

Campaigns (4:00-5:30pm)

Restrooms, Locker Rooms & Sports, 
Oh My!: Supporting Transgender 

Youth in Schools (4:00-5:30pm)

Cultural Humility and 
Partnerships with LGBTQ 

Youth (2:00-3:30pm)

Real Harm to Real People: How 
to Discuss Religious Exemption 

Laws – & Win (2:00-3:30pm)
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Trans-thriving: Coping 
through Transition 

(4:00-5:30pm)

Taking Action: Exploring 
Direct Action Strategies in 

the Rural South (2:00-3:30pm)

LGBTQ Latinx: Where Are We 
in the Cultural Competence 

Continuum? (4:00-5:30pm)

Title IX and the 
LGBT* Community 

(4:00-5:30pm)

All-Conference
Activity

Workshop 
(Pg 17-23)

Grassroots
Caucus

Pop-Up 
Clinic (Pg 10)

Keynote 
Panel

Grassroots 
Caucuses

  (6:00-8:00pm)

See Program Insert for 
Topics and Locations



[schedule:_sUnday,_march_20]
Event 

Center

magnolia 
banquet hall

magnolia
dining room

Ferguson
auditorium

Sycamore
106

sycamore 
107

Sycamore 
201

coman gym

cathedral of 
all souls

8am     9am    10am           11am       12pm       1pm 
   

Check-In 
& Networking 
(8:30-9:30am)

Strategies for Working in Hostile 
Environments (9:30-11:30am)

Childcare Available and Open (8:30am-1:15pm)
9 Swann St., Asheville, NC 28803, Youth Room

SEF Awards & 
Closing Celebration 

(11:45am-12:45pm)

Gender Queries
(9:30-11:30am)

Sexuality and the Bible from a 
Black Perspective (9:30-11:30am)

HU$TL’N: Fundraising 101 for 
QTPOC (Queer & Trans People of 
Color) Organizers (9:30-11:30am)
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From Our City to Yours, Solving 
the LGBTQ Youth Homelessness 
Issue in the South (9:30-11:30am)



[workshop_descriptions]

Ending Conversion Therapy

Join a discussion with Sam Wolfe, a civil rights attor-
ney with the Southern Poverty Law Center at the fore-
front of the battle to end so-called “conversion ther-
apy.” Sam will describe strategies to end the harmful 

practice, including through their recent case, Ferguson v. JONAH, 
that for the first time put conversion therapy on trial, proving it 
to be consumer fraud and resulting in the organization shutting 
down forever. 

FRI 8:15 – 9:30 AM • 1.0 CLE hour • Magnolia Banquet
Sam Wolfe – Southern Poverty Law Center

Religious Freedom Laws in the 
South and the Fight Against SB2 

On November 9, 2015, six brave plaintiffs filed a fed-
eral lawsuit challenging SB2. Ansley v. North Carolina 
challenges SB2 under the Establishment Clause of the 
First Amendment and the Equal Protection and Due 

Process Clauses of the Fourteenth Amendment. Presenters, the 

FRI 9:45 – 10:45 AM • 1.0 CLE hour • Magnolia Banquet
Luke Largess, Jake Sussman – Tin Fulton Walker & Owen

Legal Strategies to 
Challenge Discriminatory 
Laws in the South

Campaign for Southern Equality v. Mississippi Depart-
ment of Human Services, was filed in the U.S. District 
Court for the Southern District of Mississippi on behalf 
of four same-sex couples. Two organizations — the 

Campaign for Southern Equality and Family Equality Council 
— joined the case as plaintiffs representing the LGBT families 
across Mississippi. The presenters, all attorneys involved in this 
lawsuit, will discuss the legal strategies being used in this and 
other lawsuits that challenge discriminatory laws against LGBT 
people.   

FRI 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM • 1.0 CLE hour • Magnolia Banquet
Meghann Burke – Brazil and Burke; Alexia Korberg – Paul, 
Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton, and Garrison LLP; Diane ‘Dizy’ 
Walton – Walton Law Office; Denise Brogan-Kator – Family 
Equality Council

We have organized workshops into a few main tracks to help you navigate the conference and find sessions 
that will interest you. These tracks are organized around a theme, and some workshops may fall under more 
than one. Look for the icons below to see which workshops go with each track. We also offer Continuing Legal 
Education for NC Attorneys and Continuing Education Units.

LANGUAGE Faith Gender PoliCy
Advocacy

Law Self-
Care

Health Skill-
Building

Youth &
Education

lead attorneys in the lawsuit, will discuss how this law, and oth-
ers like it, are one of the many direct, discriminatory responses 
to marriage equality.   
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Workshop participants will develop 
tools to build strong, research-based 
campaigns to advocate for LGBT-sup-
portive laws and policies in their cities 

and states.   We will discuss how to use recent research showing 
that LGBT people in the South face disparities in income, access to 
health care, and food security compared to their non-LGBT coun-
terparts.  We will also present research that can be used to support 
advocacy for state-level non-discrimination laws.  

Bridging the LGBT Divide
FRI 4:15–5:45 PM • 1.5 CLE hour • Magnolia Dining
Christy Mallory, Brad Sears, Andrew Flores – The Williams 
Institute at UCLA School of Law

Strong Southern Queer Folk

This workshop will teach participants how to 
develop strengths and coping skills for deal-
ing with the challenges of oppression and 
other traumatic experiences. Participants 

will have the opportunity to identify the strengths they have de-
veloped through their experiences of adversity and learn how 
to apply those new strengths to present and future adversities.

FRI 4:15–5:45 PM • Sycamore 106
Rev. Susan Hrostowski, Ph.D, LSCW – University of Southern 
Mississippi

Medicaid Expansion Advocacy in 
Southern States

Nearly all of the Southern States have refused 
to expand Medicaid under the Affordable Care 
Act leaving our poorest and most vulnerable 
populations without health coverage. This 

workshop will highlight the need for expanded healthcare cov-
erage, explore strategies for moving states forward on expansion 
and provide opportunities for participants to share current efforts. 

FRI 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM • 1.0 CLE hour • 
0.1 CEU credits • Ferguson Auditorium
Carolyn McAllaster –Duke HIV/AIDS Policy Clinic, Southern 
HIV/AIDS Strategy Initiative (SASI), Duke University School of 
Law; Carolyn Reeves – LGBT Elder Advocates of WNC; Amanda 
Stem – Western North Carolina AIDS Project

Family Law for LGBT Parents 
after Obergefell 

While we now have nationwide marriage equality, 
LGBT parents are still unprotected in many states, and 
even parents who are recognized in one state may not 
be recognized as a legal parent when they travel or 

move across state lines.  Find out what you can do to protect 
yourself or your clients, and how we all need to work to change 
state laws to fully protect all families, parents, and children.

FRI 12:30–1:30 PM • 1.0 CLE hour • Magnolia Banquet
Shannon Minter – National Center for Lesbian Rights

Welcome & Keynote Panel: 
Criminal Justice and LGBT* Rights

At a vital time in our national conversation about crim-
inal justice reform, this keynote plenary will bring this 
issue home to the South and the lives of LGBT* South-
erners. Panelists will discuss policy recommendations 

to address discriminatory practices for LGBT* prisoners and im-
migrants in detention, decriminalize HIV, and prevent youth and 
adults from becoming involved in the criminal justice system. 
Together, they’ll offer analysis, policy recommendations, stories, 
and lessons learned from organizing and lived experience.

FRI 2:00–4:00 PM • 1.5 CLE hour • Event Center
Urvashi Vaid – Vaid Group; Nayely Pérez-Huerta – South-
east Immigrant Rights Network (SEIRN); Shaena Johnson 
– BreakOUT!; Craig White, moderator

welcome event & keynote panel 

Need a brain break?
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Visit the LGBT* South Lounge on the bottom 
floor of Sycamore for arts and crafts, a 

stretching and meditation area, and 
quiet space.

Meet the panelists on Page 11!

Don’t forget to visit the Pop-up Clinic 
in Coman Gym for free services and 
resources! (See Page 10)+



Queering Reproductive Rights: 
Abortion and Beyond

This workshop will examine the im-
portance of reproductive rights as 
a lens through which to view and 
fight for queer and trans folks’ repro-

ductive and sexual health and lives. Participants will walk away 
equipped with knowledge about how the reproductive rights 
framework impacts them, ideas for effective organizing on 
queer and trans reproductive rights issues, and a deeper under-
standing of how reproductive rights and justice can empower 
and fulfill us as queer and trans people.

FRI 4:15–5:45 PM • 1.5 CLE hour • 
0.2 CEU credits • Magnolia Banquet
Sarah Hogg – NARAL Pro-Choice North Carolina

From Jackson to Johannesburg: 
Our Shared Struggles for LGBT 

Throughout the world, LGBTQI people are connecting 
with each other, building communities, and creating 
change. This panel will explore not only the personal 
stories of three incredible leaders with experiences in 
Albania, Bolivia, and South Africa, but also connections 

between their work and queer life and organizing in the South. 
How can the South learn from and work in solidarity with the 
diverse movements and communities throughout the world?

FRI 4:15–5:45 PM • Sycamore 201
Cindy Eldridge – U.S. Attorney’s Office Southern District of 
Mississippi; Warren Radebe – Johnson C. Smith University; 
Jhasmany Saavedra – Biblioworks and School for Interna-
tional Training (SIT); and Rachel Korberg – The Rockefeller 
Foundation, moderator

Navigating Conflict: Mobilizing 
People to Work Together

We’re stronger when we work together, but why does 
it have to be so hard?! Group dynamics can be tough, 
and working in coalition is even harder. In this session, 
we’ll share some tools for getting beyond the drama, 

figuring out what’s really causing conflict, and moving forward 
together. We’ll explore how to tackle real challenges partici-
pants have faced and build powerful collaborations that can 
foster change in the communities we call home. 

FRI 4:15–5:45 PM • Sycamore 107
Ian Palmquist – Equality Federation

The Community Resiliency Model: 
Understanding Chronic Stress 
and Trauma

The Community Resiliency Model™ (CRM) 
of the Trauma Resource Institute trains 
community members to help themselves 
and others apply CRM skills to address the 

impact of trauma and chronic stress.  This workshop is an intro-
duction to the CRM model and aims to: Teach front line activists 
simple skills to get back into balance; Educate about typical re-
actions to communal stress or trauma such as poverty, racism, 
family violence, homophobia and transphobia; Reduce shame 
and increase hope.

SAT 10:30 AM–12:00 PM • 0.2 CEU Credits • Sycamore 106
Kate Goetz – Meridian Behavioral Health Services; Hillary 
Brownsmith – Circle of Mercy Congregation; Ginger Clough, 
BSN, BA – Western North Carolina Resiliency Coalition

Staffing the Backlash: Strate-
gies to Defend & Defeat Looming 
Legislation Targeting the LGBT 
Community

From criminalizing transgender people to 
exempting government officials from per-
forming their duties to controlling curricula 
in public schools, laws and regulations are in 

effect and in the works to elevate fear, religion and personal be-
liefs as a means to discriminate against our communities.  This 
workshop will explore legal theories, lobbying efforts and policy 
arguments to defeat, defend or reverse this growing surge of an-
ti-LGBT laws and regulations.

FRI 4:15–5:45 PM • 1.5 CLE hour • Ferguson Auditorium
Beth Littrell, Rep. Simone Bell – Lambda Legal; Crystal Rich-
ardson – Equality NC; Maggie Garrett –  Americans United 
for Separation of Church and State
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Have an idea 
that needs funding?

Pick up an application packet for 
the Southern Equality Fund 

at the check-in area! (See Page 7)



Stepping toward change: 
Creating Inclusive spaces by 
challenging heteronormativity 

The culture of schools has a significant impact on a 
child’s academic, social, and emotional well-being 
yet most schools perpetuate a heteronormative 
culture which denies, silences, and stigmatizes 

children who display any atypical gender behavior and/or are perceived 
to be lesbian or gay. Workshops facilitators will share personal experi-
ences (covered in the national news) confronting heterosexism at the 
elementary level. Participants will share and reflect on concrete ideas of 
how to disrupt heteronormativity within the school setting.

SAT 10:30 AM–12:00 PM • Magnolia Banquet
Meg Goodhand and Omar Currie – SafeSchoolsNC

Transgender Health Care as 
Primary Care

WNCCHS is a federally-qualified communi-
ty health center in Asheville, NC and serves 
approximately 15,000 patients each year, in-
cluding over 200 in the Transgender Health 

Program and over 700 in their Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program. 
The workshop will discuss culturally competent transgender 
healthcare in a safety net setting, and explore how the Trans-
gender Health Program at WNCCHS was developed and how it 
has grown to become one of the models for transgender health 
care in the South. 

SAT 10:30 AM–12:00 PM • Sycamore 201
Scott Parker , Jennifer Abbott, MD, and Megan Honor Caine  
– Western North Carolina Community Health Services

Stress Management For Lawyers

Lawyers have some of the highest rates of drug 
abuse, alcoholism, depression and suicide – 
than any other profession. With the long work 
hours, competitive environment, high stakes 

and the constant problem solving, it’s no wonder we are stressed. 
Ethically, we owe it not just to ourselves, but to our clients as well, to 
manage our own stress. This course will analyze the causes of stress, 
and what we can do to take control of stress in our lives.  

SAT 12:30–1:30 PM • 1.0 CLE hour (Mental Health/
Substance Abuse) • Magnolia Banquet
Mae Creadick and Heather Newton, Attorney at Law

¿Qué Dijeron? / What Did They 
Say? - Queer Liberation Will Not 
Be in English 

In what language do you dream in? Think in? 
Sing Karaoke in? In what language do you ex-
press your feelings of love, anger, or passion? 
Creating multilingual spaces where folks can ex-

press themselves in their own language and be understood is critical 
when doing social justice work. This workshop will focus on the poli-
tics and principles of language justice and multilingual organizing by 
sharing our experiences and best practices as interpreters, organiz-
ers, and LGBTQ leaders working for Queer Liberation in our lifetime. 

SAT 10:30 AM–12:00 PM • Magnolia Dining
Roberto Tijerina, Salem Acuña – Southerners on New 
Ground (SONG)

Dismantling the Discrimination 
to Incarceration Pipeline for       
Transgender People of Color

This panel discusses advocacy tak-
ing place in the South to address 
the “discrimination to incarceration 
pipeline”, or the systematic criminal-

ization and social exclusion of transgender people of color that 
places so many on the streets or behind bars—highlighting the 
Ashley Diamond and Passion Star cases, initiatives targeting dis-
criminatory policing and the criminalization of LGBTQ persons, 
and efforts to end discrimination against LGBTQ persons in the 
classroom and workplace, key drivers of vulnerability.

SAT 10:30 AM–12:00 PM • 1.5 CLE hour • Ferguson Auditorum
Chinyere Ezie – Southern Poverty Law Center; Demoya Gor-
don – Lambda Legal; Asa King – Transgender Law Center at 
Southerners on New Ground; Ashley Diamond – Community 
Organizer and Activist

Building Faith Back Up: Black 
Women’s Literature as Canon

If, like the United Church of Christ proclaims, 
“God is still speaking”, how do we know 
what God’s voice sounds like or where to 
look? Womanist theologians have used Black 

Women’s literature as scripture to construct their own theol-
ogy. This workshop will give a brief overview of the history of 
the Womanist tradition and delve into Alice Walker’s The Color 
Purple with an eye for how it affirms our identities and combats 
spiritual violence done by passages in the Bible.

SAT 10:30 AM–12:00 PM • Sycamore 107
Sara Green and C.C. Calin – Soulforce Southeast House
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GaySL: A Crash Course in LGBTQ 
American Sign Language

Come learn signs relating to the LGBT com-
munity and talk about the intersections of 
Deaf and LGBTQ culture with Missouri’s most 
fabulous Deaf transgender drag queen! All 

levels of experience with ASL and the Deaf community are wel-
come and encouraged to attend. 

SAT 2:00–3:30 PM • Magnolia Dining
Hayden Kristal – University of Missouri, Columbia

Lifeguard Workshop for Youth

The Lifeguard Workshop is a struc-
tured conversation with middle 
school, high school and college age 
youth regarding mental health, sui-

cide and healthy ways to cope with stress and anxiety. The work-
shop informs youth of the various services offered by The Trevor 
Project and guides them in a conversation on how to recognize 
the warning signs of suicide and how to get help for themselves 
or a peer who may be feeling suicidal. The workshop ends by 
helping the participants identify ways that they will seek to deal 
with stress and anxiety in a healthy way and how to identify sup-
portive adults in their own environment.

SAT 2:00–3:30 PM • 0.2 CEU Credits • Sycamore 201
Danielle Orner – The Trevor Project

Queer Eye: Language, Identity, 
and the Stories We Tell

In this interactive workshop, partic-
ipants will have the opportunity to 
reflect on LGBT* stories in order to 
develop a queer eye – an eye that 

asks us to go beyond our binary thinking and challenges us to 
think about what is normal, who gets seen and heard, who has 
power and who doesn’t.  Through activities and discussions, we 
will explore the ways that language and identity have the ability 
to shape and change our stories.

SAT 2:00–3:30 PM • 1.5 CLE hours (Ethics) • Sycamore 106
Nancy Willow – State University of New York, Dehli

Real Harm to Real People: How 
to Discuss Religious Exemption 
Laws - and Win

Whether it is government officials 
denying services to LGBT couples 
under the guise of religious freedom, 
proposals to allow religiously affiliat-

ed foster agencies to discriminate against prospective parents, 
or Religious Freedom Restoration Acts and similar proposals 
that would allow virtually anybody to discriminate against cus-
tomers or citizens – states in the South have been on the front 
lines of this struggle. Learn the most effective research-tested 
messages to push back on these harmful proposals in the com-
munity you call home.

SAT 2:00–3:30 PM • 1.5 CLE hours • Sycamore 107
Mike Meno – ACLU of North Carolina; Chris Sgro – Equality 
NC; Amanda McClain-Snipes – Equality Federation 

Taking Action: Exploring Direct 
Action Strategies in the Rural 
South

This workshop is designed to familiarize folx with the 
fundamentals of direct action. Facilitators will intro-
duce different types of direct actions and offer tools 
for participants to plan their own direct actions – from 

forming strategy to doing a needs and risk assessment.  All types 
of direct actions to be explored in this training center Black Lib-
eration and people with multiple marginalized identities. This 
training will also engage attendees to discuss the possibilities 
for direct actions in the rural South and small towns.

SAT 2:00–3:30 PM • Ferguson Auditorium
Grace Nichols – Southerners on New Ground (SONG) & 
Georgia College & State University; Kate Shapiro – SONG

Cultural Humility and Partner-
ships with LGBTQ Youth 

In working with LGBTQ youth, cultural humil-
ity and a focus on partnership is essential to 
a sustainable organization that is responsive 
and meaningful to the young people that it is 

trying to reach, support and advocate with. This workshop will 
cover the basics of cultural humility, help participants identify 
their own cultural norms and practices, and then nurture suc-
cessful youth-adult partnerships in LGBTQ work.  

SAT 2:00–3:30 PM • Magnolia Banquet
Lisa Moyer, Lacey Kennedy – AIDS Alabama; Shanté Wolfe-Sis-
son, Andi Duncan – Alabama Alliance for Healthy Youth
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Restrooms, Locker Rooms, and 
Sports, Oh My! Supporting 
Transgender Youth in Schools

School is often a major source of stress 
and anxiety for transgender students, 
taking a serious toll on their overall 
well-being and development. Draw-

ing from the presenter’s experience of working with families and 
schools on this issue, this workshop will provide participants with 
information on how to go about requesting that a school affirm 
your child’s gender identity and the legal tools that can be used as 
part of your advocacy efforts.

SAT 4:00–5:30 PM • 1.5 CLE hours • Ferguson Auditorium
Asaf Orr – National Center for Lesbian Rights; Linas Mitchell 
– GenderBenders SC

Local Matters: Winning Municipal 
Nondiscrimination Campaigns

Despite the recent marriage equality win, 
LGBTQ people are still not equal under federal 
law. LGBTQ are susceptible to discrimination in 
the workplace and in public places with little 

to no legal recourse. Local protections, like municipal ordinances, 
are now more important than ever. Come explore local strategies 
for advancing LGBT nondiscrimination policies in the South. 

SAT 4:00–5:30 PM • 1.5 CLE hours • Sycamore 201
Katie Belanger – Freedom for All Americans; Ian Palmquist – Equal-
ity Federation; Caroline Duble, Brad Pritchett – ACLU of Texas

Trans-thriving: Coping through 
Transition

Trans-thriving is a skills-based workshop spe-
cifically for trans persons who are seeking to 
expand and improve their skills for coping 
with the daily stressors of being trans, gen-

erally, and for coping with the stressors related to transition, in 
particular. Particular attention is given to using a particular form 
of break work in conjunction with cognitive-behavioral tools to 
address the unique factors of being-in-the-skin-you’re-in.

SAT 4:00–5:30 PM • 0.2 CEU Credits • Magnolia Banquet
Li Hooper – GRASP (Gender Revisioning and Sexuality 
Pathways); Cindy Bovee-Kemper, M. Div.

In it Together: Understanding 
HIV Health Services for Black 
Gay/Bisexual Men

The workshop will improve the capacity of health 
departments, community based organizations, 
primary care and infection disease providers, 
healthcare workers and other service providers 

to deliver health literate HIV services, with a focus on Black Gay/Bisex-
ual men. The goal: Help health professionals, service providers and 
the community transform their practices by becoming health literate 
organizations and promoting health literacy as a component of cul-
turally appropriate service delivery to improve health outcomes for 
Black Gay/Bisexual men along the HIV care continuum. 

SAT 4:00–5:30 PM • 0.2 CEU Credits • Magnolia Dining
Brodderick Roary – Western North Carolina AIDS Project (WN-
CAP); Kareem Strong – Different Roads Home

Title IX and the LGBT* Community

American institutions of higher education are 
being scrutinized by students, survivors, and 
media outlets for their handling of sexual vio-
lence. One important criticism that persists is 

that the victim narrative remains the same - sexual assault is crime 
that usually happens to white heterosexual women. In this presen-
tation, we hope to debunk this myth, explore the intersections of 
Title IX and the LGBTQ community, and provide suggestions on 
how to best support LGBT survivors of sexual violence.

SAT 4:00–5:30 PM • Sycamore 106
Colleen Daly, Annie E. Clark, Andrea Pino, Sofie Karasek – End 
Rape on Campus (EROC)

LGBTQ Latinx: Where are we in the 
Cultural Competence Continuum?

In this workshop participants will learn about the chal-
lenges and barriers faced by those in the intersection: 
Latinx, LGBTQ, and Immigrants.  We will give insight into 
best practices and cultural considerations when work-

ing with these communities. We will discuss how privilege and 
multiple oppressions appear in the context of intersectionality.  
We will provide information in regards to health disparities as 
well as legal problems often encountered.  We will explore op-
tions for LGBTQ immigrants, myths, and the issue of immigration 
enforcement and detention.

SAT 4:00–5:30 PM • Sycamore 106
Leo Martinez – Latino LinQ and Georgia Commission on Family 
Violence; Estrella Sanchez – TransLatina Coalition and Latino LinQ
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Sexuality and the Bible from a 
Black Perspective

Sexuality and the Bible from a Black per-
spective  is important to people of faith in-
terested in engaging others in conversation 
about sexuality and the Bible. Using a Black 

perspective as an intentional frame, this workshop awakens the 
power of participants’ voices, connecting them to members of 
any community through the gift of storytelling. Participants 
walk away equipped with tools that ultimately transform hearts 
and renew minds.

SUN 9:30–11:30 AM • Magnolia Dining
Denise Donnell – HRC Arkansas

Strategies for Working in 
Hostile Environments

With recent gains in LGBTQ rights, many 
communities are seeing a strong backlash 
and increased divides between affirming 
and unwelcoming communities. Participants 

will gain strategies and tactics to use when working in hostile 
environments, such as fundamentalist religious communities, 
non-accepting secular environments, and other settings. We 
will use role playing, group discussions, video clips and more 
to keep people moving around, thinking, experimenting, and 
talking through their own issues.

SUN 9:30–11:30 AM • Sycamore 106
Robbie Medwed, Rebecca Stapel-Wax – SOJOURN: Southern 
Jewish Resource Network

Gender Queries

Join us as we take a deeper dive on genderqueer and 
gender non-conforming identities. This session will be 
led by genderqueer and GNC people who will help fa-
cilitate conversation around pronouns, best practices, 

the gender binary, and the evolution of the genderqueer expe-
rience. All are welcome to attend and join in this popular educa-
tion style discussion.

SUN 9:30–11:30 AM • Ferguson Auditorium
Jay Jones, Taylor Holton, Tegan Blain, Linas Mitchell 
– GenderBenders SC

HU$TL’N: Fundraising 101 for QT-
POC (Queer and Trans People of 
Color) Southerner Organizers

It is no secret that the movement for queer liberation in 
the South is grossly under funded and not adequate-
ly supported. HU$TL’N is designed by and for QTPOC 
(Queer and Trans People of Color) Southern Organiz-

ers. Through interactive activities and guided conversations, we 
will explore how our instinctual will to create, live and survive 
can be successfully applied to our fundraising efforts. Let’s talk 
building! Let’s talk COINTS! Thanks to Louie A. Ortiz-Fonseca for 
edits.

SUN 9:30–11:30 AM • Magnolia Banquet
Angel-Gabrielle Patterson – Ashé Center of Ubuntu

STICK AROUND SUNDAY For closing celebrationS! 11:45am-12:45pm
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From Our City to Yours, Solving 
the LGBTQ Youth Homelessness 
Issue in the South

The Memphis Gay & Lesbian Com-
munity Center has approached the 
issue of LGBTQ youth homelessness 
from 4 different ways. This session 

will highlight the process that we have used to move toward a 
solution in our city. Memphis is a mid-sized southern city with 
a lot of passion but one that is also lacking in resources for our 
LGBTQ homeless youth population. This session will highlight 
some of the struggles that we face, how we are attempting to 
overcome them and the process through which our plan to ad-
dress this issue has changed over time. The session will also allot 
time for participants to make an action plan and utilize this in-
formation within their own cities.

SUN 9:30–11:30 AM • Sycamore 201
Stephanie Reyes – Memphis Gay & Lesbian Center

Want to Dig a Little Deeper?

featuring performances and the announcement of Southern Equality Fund winners!

Stick around Friday & Saturday 6:00-8:00pm 
for Grassroots Caucuses (See Insert)!



he WE DO Campaign launched in 2011 in a 
church basement in Asheville, NC. The con-

cept was simple: LGBT* couples would apply for – and 
be denied – marriage licenses in their hometowns all 
across the South. We were telling a story about what 
it means to be LGBT* in the South, to be proud to call 
this place home, to face discrimination every day. 
And to be ready to fight for equality.
 
The Supreme Court marriage victory on June 26, 2015 
changed our country. That decision was born out of 
decades of work in the courts, in the legislatures, and 

Visit southernequality.org/film
or email lindsey@southernequality.org for details.

in the streets of our hometowns. In the South, one 
part of that story was the people who took a stand 
with the WE DO Campaign. Join us in celebrating the 
courage and legacy of everyone who helped make 
sure the South would not be forgotten on the road 
to equality.
 
The film will be released at the Fine Arts Theater in Ashe-
ville on Sunday, June 26, 2016  – the one-year anniver-
sary of national marriage equality. Tickets on sale now! 

From 2011 to 2015, more than 200 couples applied for marriage licenses across the South as 
part of the WE DO Campaign. This is their story.
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[about_us]
The Campaign for Southern Equality: Our Then, Our Now, Our Next

GBT* Southerners are strong, courageous and 
resilient. But we also lack basic legal protec-

tions, face robust opposition to our rights and have 
limited resources for advocacy. LGBT* people in our 
region are also at an elevated risk of poverty. Beyond 
this, the South receives less than five percent of the 
total annual funding that goes to LGBT* organiza-
tions nationally – and almost all of that goes to large 
metro areas. 
To combat these structural issues, CSE was launched 
in 2011 after a 6-year planning period to work toward 
full LGBT* equality in the South. Since then, we are 
honored to have played a lead role in winning mar-
riage equality across the South through the WE DO 
Campaign and federal litigation; to have offered an 
ongoing series of free legal clinics on topics like name 
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[L] changes and health care power of attorneys, serving 
thousands with free legal education; worked to pass 
local equality initiatives in Asheville and Buncombe 
County; and launched the LGBT* in the South confer-
ence and other initiatives to support grassroots or-
ganizers. We learned invaluable lessons from 2011 to 
2015 and have spent the last six months planning for 
the next phase of our work. 

As the landscape shifts in the South – around LGBT* 
issues, racial equity, and economic justice issues – so 
too does our work. We feel deeply hopeful and we 
also know what’s at stake for so many in our commu-
nity: this combination of hope and urgency fuels and 
inspires us. 

The Campaign for Southern Equality team (L-R): Aaron Sarver, Felicia Blow, Jasmine Beach-Ferrara, Lindsey Simerly, Chloe Stuber, Ivy Gibson-Hill



[next_steps]
The next phase of the Campaign for Southern Equality’s work includes:

26

Through the Hometown Organiz-
ing Project, CSE empowers local 
LGBT* leaders to promote lived 
equality in towns across the South. 
We support leaders with trainings, 
funding, and other tools as they 
engage in advocacy, service and 
visibility projects. Initiatives in-
clude the annual conference, the 
Southern Equality Fund, #LGBT-
South convenings, and the weekly 
LGBT South newsletter.

Through the Toolkit, we respond 
to the acute, and widespread 
need for culturally-competent di-
rect services and resources. Cur-
rent programs include our digital 
toolkit (see below); pop-up clinics 
that provide direct services and 
resources; and providing training, 
networking and funding to sup-
port front-line providers of cultur-
ally-competent direct services.

The Legal Equality Project (work-
ing title) focuses on striking down 
anti-LGBT* laws and policies that 
remain in the South in order to 
achieve legal equality. CSE will 
work to strike these laws down us-
ing an array of tactics, including lit-
igation, lobbying, public education 
and direct action. Current projects 
include federal lawsuits challeng-
ing Mississippi’s ban on same-sex 
parent adoption, and Senate Bill 2 
in North Carolina, as well as being 
part of coalition efforts to defeat 
emerging anti-LGBT* bills. 

All of our work is based on empathic resistance, an ethic that calls for:

      resisting persecuting systems by expressing the authentic self; and 
      approaching those who oppose your rights with empathy.

We hope you’ll join us for the next leg of this journey.

Hometown 
organizing 

project

LGBT 
Rights 

Toolkit

Legal 
equality 
project

Don’t Miss the Digital Toolkit:
www.lgbtrightstoolkit.org
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[Farewell]
Special Thank You to Chloe Stuber!
      n getting ready for the conference, we’re sure 

many of you have received emails, phone calls, 
and lots and lots of help from Chloe Stuber, our Home-
town Organizing Project Coordinator. Chloe joined 
the CSE team shortly before our very first conference, 
and since then she has worked tirelessly to make 
this conference what it has become – a welcoming 
space for folks from across the South and beyond to 
come together to learn, share, and grow. Her back-

ground in immigrant justice 
work has helped us make 

the conference, and oth-
er CSE work, more ac-
cessible to Latinx and 
bilingual members of 
our community, and 

the care she has taken 
in making sure we re-

move as many barriers as 

possible to getting people 
here has made a world of 
difference.
 
Chloe has brought com-
passion, insight, and a 
whole lot of spunk to our 
team. She is a wonderful 
collaborator and a joy to have 
worked with. As Chloe prepares to 
transition away from CSE, we all want to express what 
deep appreciation we have for her dedication and 
spirit, and how much she will be missed.
 
Chloe, we wish you the best of luck, and we know 
you’ll be amazing in anything you do!
 
– Jasmine, Lindsey, Aaron, Felicia, and Ivy

[I]

[THANK_YOU]
to everyone who worked so hard to make this conference a successful place 
for LGBT* Southerners to come together and tackle the urgent, challenging 
issues facing our community. To our sponsors, our workshop facilitators, our 

special guests, our volunteers, our venue hosts – and all who came from near 
and far to be here – we are truly grateful. 



www.southernequality.org


